Primary gingival enlargement as a diagnostic indicator in acute myelomonocytic leukemia. A case report.
A 25-YEAR-OLD CHINESE FEMALE, five months pregnant, came to our dental clinic with a chief complaint of slight gingival inflammation. A diagnosis of pregnancy gingivitis was made. One week later, there was a sudden onset of extremely generalized gingival enlargement and very high WBC count (144,000/cmm) was noted. Physical, laboratory, and microscopic examination led to the diagnosis of acute myelomonocytic leukemia. The observations of good oral hygiene and clinical course suggested that leukemic cell infiltration was the major cause of sudden onset of gingival enlargement. This article emphasizes the importance of primary gingival enlargement in the initial diagnosis of leukemia.